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STATE OF MICHIGAN
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF MIDLAND

JOHN E. VINK Case No. 99-9639-NP-C

Plaintiff, AFFIDAVIT OF WILLIAM R. PERRELL

\2
ACME INSULATIONS, INC., ET AL.

Defendants.

STATE OF ALABAMA )

COUNTY OF JEFFERSON ) >
WILLIAM R. PERRELL, being duly sworn, deposes and states as follows:

1. I am the former Vice-President of Sales of Capco Pipe Company, Inc. ("Capco," fk/a

Cement Asbestos Products Co.), and was employed by Capco from 1965 through 1997. I have

personal knowledge concerning Capco’s business dealings and sales nationally.

2. Capco was incorporated in Alabama on October 30, 1963; it was a newly-formed start-up

company and did not assume the rights or liabilities of any predecessor entity.

3. The only asbestos-containing products that Capco sold in the United States were asbestos

cement underground water pressure pipe and underground sewer (nonpressure) pipe, which Capco

made from 1965 to 1993. Those were heavy-duty types of pipe, not for use in or near buildings,

and generally were installed by pipeline contractors using earthmoving equipment. The pipe

lengths were precisely machined at the ends and were connected by lubricating the ends and sliding

them into a watertight underground pipe coupling unit that contained rubber gaskets.
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4. Asbestos was used in such pipe to provjdg structural strength, to containjwater pumped
under high pressure, and to withstand burial under streets. The asbestos fibers are locked in a
cement binder and act as minute reinforcing rods that give strength to the pipe and will not rust.
5. A number of other companies also made asbestos cement underground pipe, and began
manufacture decades before Capco existed. “Transite” was the Johns-Manville brand name for all
of its asbestos cement products, but the name transite was also used in a generic sense to refer to
any brand of such pipe, as well as certain other products composed of asbestos cement material.
6. Capco did not manufacture or sell “concrete” pipe; concrete pipe was a different type of
underground pipe, distinct from asbestos cement pipe. Concrete pipe often contained some type
of metal reinforcement inside the pipe, and generally was manufactured with a larger bell end
and a smaller spigot end in order for the pipe lengths to fit together.
7. Capco also did not manufacture or sell “asbestos containing insulating cements.”
8. I am informed that plaintiff’s co-workers claim that plaintiff was exposed to Capco products
while working for Schartow Service Corporation at the following worksites:

1. Dow Chemical in Midland, Michigan for about 20 years from 1946 to 1977;

2. Dow Petrochemical in Bay City, Michigan for 2 months between 1946 and 1977;

and
3. Fashion Square Mall in Saginaw, Michigan for about 2-3 months between 1946~
1977.

9. I have been informed by counsel that the plaintiff did not identify Capco at both of his
depositions. I have been further informed that plaintiff did not testify to working with transite pipe,

pressure pipe, or underground pipe at any of his worksites. Rather, it is my understanding that
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plaintiff testified that he was exposed to asbestos contained in gaskets, blocks, cement and pipe

covering, and insulation. Capco did not make or sell those types of products.

10. I have been informed by counsel that “Cement Asbestos Products Company/CAPCO” is
identified in plaintif®s Discovery Information Brochure as manufacturing and selling “Asbestos
Containing Insulating Cements” to Dow Chemical in Midland, Michigan from 1946 to 1977.
Capco did not make or sell that type of product.

11.  Based on my personal knowledge and a review of Capco’s sales records, Capco did not
have any sales at any time to plaintiff's employer or worksites referenced in paragraph 8 of this
Affidavit.

12.  If called as a witness I could competently testify to the matters set forth in this affidavit as

such matters are within my personal knowledge.

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this day of March 2002 William R. Perrell

Notary Public

573624 3



